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COLORADO WATER RIGHT APPLICATIONS
WATER COURT DIVISION 1
APPLICATION FROM CENTERRE DEVELOPMENT, LLC, FOR APPROVAL
OF A PLAN FOR AUGMENTATION CONCERNING THE APPLICATION FOR

WATER RIGHTS OF CENTERRE DEVELOPMENT, LLC, IN DOUGLAS
COUNTY, COLORADO. Case No. 99CW165 (Water Division 1, Oct.
1999). Applicant: Centerre Development, LLC (Atty. Holly I. Holder).

1. Application
Centerre Development, LLC ("Centerre") seeks augmentation of 82.3
acre-feet per year of not nontributary Denver aquifer groundwater.
Centerre owns the water rights underlying approximately 275 acres of
The
land, located in parts of Section 34, T6S, R68W, 6th P.M.
augmentation's water rights include return flows from not nontributary
Denver aquifer water and direct discharge and return flows of nontributary
groundwater located beneath the property.
Under the proposed augmentation plan the available groundwater
would serve as many as eighty residential lots via central or individual
wells. To meet the requirements for the plan each lot would require 0.75
acre-feet per year for 100 years. The 0.75 acre-feet would be divided as:
0.3 acre-feet to in-house use; 0.4 acre-feet to irrigation; and 0.05 acre-feet
to stock watering. Any remaining water could be used commercially.
Consumptive in-house and commercial use would be approximately ten
percent of the used water. Centerre estimates that approximately ten
percent of irrigation water would be returned to the stream system.
During pumping, four percent of the annual amount withdrawn from
the stream system would be replaced. The water would be replaced as
return flows from in-house and commercial use through nonevaporative
septic systems and irrigation. The return flows would accrue to the South
Platte River system. Centerre stated that the post pumping depletions
would be non-injurious.
A Summary of Consultation ("Summary") was held on January 19,
2000. The Summary first restated the facts. Next, the Summary stated
that post pumping depletions would injure water rights in the South Platte
River drainage. Finally, the Summary found that Centerre should provide
information showing that the proposed return flow plan would actually
replace the requisite amount of water. If Centerre is unable to show this, it
may be required to provide an alternate augmentation source.
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2. Opposition
The General Manager of the Centennial Water and Sanitation District
("Centennial") filed a statement of opposition to the application.
Centennial owns surface and groundwater rights in the South Platte River
drainage. In addition, Centennial owns groundwater rights from sources
underlying and appurtenant to Centerre's rights.
Centennial asked that Centerre be placed on strict proof as to each
element of its claim, including, but not limited to: the quantity, timing, and
location of depletions from the proposed tributary well's use as well as the
amount, timing, and location of the water Centerre proposes to use to
replace the depletions. Since Centerre did not provide further information,
Centennial reserved the right to amend its statement of opposition as more
information becomes available.
Rebekah King

WATER COURT DIVISION 4
APPLICATION FOR SURFACE WATER RIGHTS AND FOR APPROVAL OF A
PLAN FOR AUGMENTATION CONCERNING THE APPLICATION FOR
WATER RIGHTS OF ROBERT N. AND FRANCES J. SHARPE IN CEBOLLA
CREEK, A TRIBUTARY OF GUNNISON RIVER. Case No. 99CW251 (Water
Division 4, Dec. 28, 1999). Applicants: Robert N. and Frances J. Sharpe

(Atty. John R. Hill, Jr., Bratton & McClow, L.L.C.).
1. Application
Robert N. Sharpe and Frances J. Sharpe ("Applicants") request a
surface water right of 40 c.f.s. for the Lower Meadow Channel
("Channel") in Cebolla Creek. Cebolla Creek is a tributary stream of the
Gunnison River. Applicants request this surface right for the beneficial use
of maintaining fish habitat. The appropriation was initiated September 30,
1996 with the construction of this new Channel and diversion structure in
Cebolla Creek, allowing fish to migrate into the Channel. The water was
applied to beneficial use on April 30, 1997.
Applicants request the water court to approve their plan for
augmentation of Cebolla Creek or find that their plan for augmentation is
not required. No prior decree exists for the water rights to be used for this
augmentation. Instead, the Channel traverses a former slough area that
was historically created by the collection of irrigation tail-water from the
Youmans Irrigating Ditches 1 and 2, covering approximately ten acres.
The tail-water now collects in the Channel, which is approximately 4,800
feet long, no more than eight feet wide, and approximately three feet deep.
Engineers hired by the Applicants have estimated that the construction of
the Channel has reduced the consumption of Cebolla Creek water by
approximately three acre-feet annually. This reduction is most prominent
during May through October, while the water consumption during the

